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In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For
Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ
the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together

CALL TO WORSHIP  stand

We come to celebrate God’s blessings to us. And we proclaim:
Surely God is in this place!

We come to open ourselves to God’s guidance and love. And we say:
Surely God is in this place!

We come to see more clearly God’s presence in our lives. And we cry:
Surely God is in this place!

We come to see God in community both far and near, and we hold fast to the promise:
Surely God is in this place!

We come to pray, praise, and offer ourselves to God. and we exclaim:
Surely God is in this place!

Come, let us worship! In our various places we look to see God with us—alive and at work. Our God is with you!

Holy One, you know us already. Help us to know you better. Let us see you all around us. Fill our worship with
your Spirit so that we may recognize your presence in all places. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come All You People ELW 819
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1 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Most High;
2 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Sav - ior;

3 Come, all you peo - ple, come and praise the Spir - it;
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come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
come  now and wor - ship the Lord.
Text: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936, alt.
Music: UyAmMOSE, Alexander Gondo
Text and music © 1986 World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-711633. All rights reserved.
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Words and Music: Hans Peterson, Paula Williams, Miriam Larsen
© 1997 Dakota Road Music All Rights reserved. Used by Permission.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-711633. All rights reserved.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

And also with you.

KYRIE ELW pages 193-194
When we lose faith in the goodness of creation,

and in the father-like love of our Creator:

Lord, have mercy.

When we lose faith in Jesus as the true reflection
of your suffering, death-conquering, redeeming love;
Christ, have mercy.

Most loving God, for the Word of mercy made flesh in Jesus Christ,
unmistakable and uncompromising in strong compassion:
we give you thanks.

For every word of love and forgiveness,
in individual people, in fellowship, and in prayer and worship:
we give you thanks.

For that insight or understanding within us,

that allows us to accept forgiveness

and to live with the joy of the freedom of God:

we give you thanks, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration

of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. sif

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song
FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a
promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when
fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

! Let me sing for my beloved
my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded wild grapes.



3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

> And now I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
T will make it a waste;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.

" For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice,
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness,
but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 80:7-15

"Restore us, O God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
¥ You have brought a vine out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and planted it.
?You cleared the ground for it;

it took root and filled the land.
1The mountains were covered by its shadow

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
'Y ou stretched out its tendrils to the sea

and its branches to the river.
2Why have you broken down its wall,

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
4 Turn now, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven;



1S behold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given
through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.
[Paul writes:] *° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: ° circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; ® as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ® More than that,
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake
I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ° and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. !° T want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, ! if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make in my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. '3 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own, but this one thing I have do: forgetting what lies behind, and straining forward to what lies
ahead, '*1 press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION stand Celtic Alleluia
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
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Al rights reserved. Used by permission,
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment
of scripture.
After the announcement:

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. * When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his

produce. ¥ But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. > Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. ¥’ Finally he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” *® But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
“This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” * So they seized him, threw him out of
the vineyard, and killed him. ** Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” *! They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”



%2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produces the fruits of the kingdom. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it

will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking
about them. *® They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a

prophet.

After the reading:

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON it

SERMON SONG  stand God Is Compassionate
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Text: Ray Makeever
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Pastor Arden Strasser

DATH 46



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION stand

You may share your intercessions by posting online. People with long term prayer needs are:
Katie, Mickey, Robert L., Vicki, Mary, Laura, Monique
Bev & Woody, Katie S., Rich, Connie L., Andrew, Paul S.

Calm your hearts as we find our rest in God.
silence

You sing the song of Your love over the vineyard of Your Church. Lift her united voice through Your
Spirit, that she in turn would praise Your lavish grace. God of grace, hear our prayer. silence
God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. Preserve the beauty and
diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. God of grace, hear our prayer.

silence

O God, who unites the church across the globe, build bridges in a world which has shifted from debate
to division, from persuasion to performance. Reconcile a world divided by blame, mistrust,
misinformation and by our siloes. Lay your hand of well-being upon us all during these times. God

of grace, hear our prayer.
silence

You promise to wipe away the tears from our faces. Bless all who weep, that they may be comforted,
restored and received, especially...,Karen Y, Mary Ann, James L..
and for those we hold up in our hearts....
God of grace, hear our prayer.
silence

As we remember St Francis this week, we ask that You ensure the welfare of animal companions whose
presence offers comfort to many.

The Prayer of St Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace:

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

And where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved, as to love;

For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; And it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
All now greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING for God’s work through our church
The ministry of Saint Luke's is dependent upon your giving, and we thank you.
The offering plate is near the font for use before or after worship.
You may also make your offering online (www.stlukesnyc.org) using
the “Giving” tab, or mail to the church.. Alternatively, open the
camera on your phone and scan this code to make a donation electronically.

PayPal Giving!
As an option for our visitors, you are invited to give through
PayPal Giving using this QR code

ANNOUNCEMENTS  sit
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  stand

Holy God, our Maker, our Healer, our Teacher,

your magnificent creation springs forth from your Word.
All that has life and breath praises your name.

For your Word that sustains the earth, we thank you, O God.
We thank you, O God.

You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry,

preached your mercy, and called us to faith.
For your Word, we praise you, O God.

We praise you, O God.

Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word,

that we may grow in grace, bearing the fruits of redemption,
and sharing your strength and beauty with all the world.
For your Word in our lives, we entreat you, O God.

We entreat you, O God.

Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your name and give you thanks. In
our need, you make haste to help us. You plant us beside streams of your wisdom, teach us in
pastures greening with truth, and guide us on the path of your promise. By your Spirit awaken
our faith, that, feasting on your Word, we may love you more fully and serve our neighbor more
faithfully. Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer, for the sake of your living Word, Jesus our
Savior. Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world



http://www.stlukesnyc.org/

BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the

Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG

You Are the Light of the World
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Text and tune by Cathy Pino 2000. Used by permission.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-711633. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Please leave in silence for those who remain to enjoy the Postlude

POSTLUDE

Preaching:
The Rev. Dr. Arden C. Strasser
Videographer: Volunteer

Lector: Volunteer
Postlude Music: Richard Sterne

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-711633. All rights
reserved.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome, visitors! Saint Luke’s pleased to welcome visitors from near and far. We pray that your worship with
us will be a rich experience. Please fill out a Visitor Card located in the pews and give to an usher. You may also
sign our Guest Registry located in the Narthex.

Restrooms:
Ladies: use the restroom outside the Narthex near the elevator.
Men: follow the signs to the 2™ Floor restroom.
There is a water fountain located next to the elevator.

Birthdays and special Occasions this coming week: The birthday of Pedro d’ Aquino (10/8); Milton
Flagg (10/8); Pastor Arden Strasser (10/10)

Connect & Grow: Fall 2026 Small Groups Are Here! Looking to deepen your faith, explore new
topics, and connect with community this fall? Join us for our 6-week Fall Small Group cycle! Sign-ups
officially open September 20. Whether you're looking for flexible asynchronous discussion or weekly
video gatherings, there is a place for you. Visit www.adventnyc.org/groups to learn more about each
group and sign up.

Apple Picking Outing— Saturday, October 10™: Come enjoy a half-day at Apple Ridge Orchards with
your St. Luke’s family! A chance to get out of the city, enjoy the beauty of autumn, have a cider donut,
and spend some relaxed time together. We will travel together by van or alternate transportation by
8:30am from St. Luke’s, and return by 2:30pm. We want this to be an affordable and restful outing for
everyone. RSVP via the Saturday e-newsletter.

Bowling Party — Sunday, October 11" at 1:00 pm: The cost is $35 for two hours of bowling fun,
including shoe rental, snacks and soft drinks. It is a 5 minute walk from church to Bowlero Times
Square — just off 8th Avenue at 44th Street. We have booked two adjacent lanes. Come hang out and
bowl with your church friends after worship. All ages are welcome. Little ones can even do bumper
bowling. We'll walk from church to Bowlero after Sunday fellowship. Payment is due on the day of the
event. We hope you can make it! RSVP at the link on the weekly newsletter or contact Pastor
Strasser.

Weekday Morning Prayer — 8:00 am. Our weekly online Morning Prayer service, every Tuesday and
Thursday at 8 AM, will be live streamed at www.facebook.com/StL.ukesNewYork. A short 20 minutes
with scripture and reflection to start your day right and strengthen your faith. You're invited.

Host a Fellowship Hour. Hosts bring lite treats to share, set the table and clear things away afterwards.
It’s easy and fun! Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

Worship assistants are needed — you can help. Consider volunteering on a Sunday to serve in an altar
leadership role. If you’ve never done it but have been thinking about it, speak to Pastor or one of the altar
servers. They will gladly walk with you and introduce you to helping in our worship services.

Our Soup Kitchen is open every Tuesday and Thursday, offering hot lunches from 1:00 to 2:00 pm.
Stop by at 12:30 pm when you are available to help.
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This Week at Saint Luke’s

TODAY — October 4™ WEDNESDAY — October 7
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost OFFICE CLOSED
9:30 am Service of the Word
11:00 am Sung Eucharist THURSDAY — October 8
12:15 pm Fellowship Hour 8:00 am Morning Prayer on Facebook Live
1:30 pm Spanish Worship service 1:00 to 2:00 pm Soup Kitchen
MONDAY — October 5 FRIDAY — October 9

TUESDAY — October 6
8:00 am Morning Prayer on Facebook Live
1:00 to 2:00 pm Soup Kitchen

WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 11,2026
Service of the Word at 9:30 a.m.
Sung Eucharist at 11 a.m.
Spanish Worship Service at 1:00 p.m.
Next Sunday’s Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
The parable of the unwelcome guest at the wedding feast




Saint Luke’s is a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation.
We welcome all who are seeking God'’s love, regardless of race or culture, economic or life
situation, sexual orientation or gender identity, or your doubts about faith and church. Our unity is
in Christ. Your family, children, spouses and partners are welcome. Your uniqueness enriches our
community.

SAINT LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The Rev. Dr. Arden C. Strasser, Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Martha S. Jacobi, Pastoral Associate
The Rev. Paul D. Schmiege, Pastor Emeritus
Pedro d’Aquino, FAGO, ChM, Cantor
Zaira Sylvain, Parish Administrator
Adam Cornelius, Operations Director
Valvina Rosario, Custodian

2026 Council Members
Evan Jensen LeeAnne Hutchison Alan Nikolaisen
David Benitez Rosemary Lebron Anthony Parker
Mike Brouwer Steven Quinlivan

Capital Campaign Steering Committee
Mike Brouwer Gayle Kliever Megan Cornelius,
Anthony Parker Bill McCauley

e-mail: info@stlukesnyc.org
Church website: www.stlukesnyc.org Archive website: www.stlukesarchives.org

Saint Luke’s Lutheran Church is on Facebook and Instagram!
@StLukesNewYork @stlukessoupkitchen_nyc
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